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Western Livestock Tour
Leads to Babbitt Ranches

Western  Livestock  Journal s
annual Big Ranch Tour landed
some 125 cattle industry folks on
Babbitt Ranches.

The 50-year tradition combines
education with tourism. This, the
Arizona Big Ranch Grand Can-
yon Tour, showcased some of the
states top livestock operations
along with the areas world-class
scenery.

Memorable moments for Journal
Publisher Pete Crow included
cattle branding on the CO Bar
and a lunch box on the lava rocks.
The unusually warm, dry spring

a section about Babbitt Ranches:

Day 5, the dusty trail
Led to Babbitts plot
The cowboys branded
And the spectators took their
photo shot.
There was a picnic
Out on the rocks
The truck pulled up
And grub was in a box.

The horses were gathered
And put in the pen

They were roped and
separated

reminded visitors they were in the

Southwest.

We were coming
off a dry winter and it
was hotter than we ex-
pected. It may surprise
you, but we bring rain
wherever we go, said
Crow.

True to his claims,
northern Arizona re-
ceived a heavy drench-
ing following the Big
Ranch Tour.

Writer Zeke Frost
captured the journey in
his poem Dusty Trails
in the Journal s June 1,
2009 edition, including

Article 111
Cowboy
Essence
Section 3.

Friendship

Mutual esteem,
respect and devotion are
the ingredients of an
enduring friendship. Like
marriage, it must not be
taken for granted but
requires a joint effort.

Ready for Saturday s work

to begin.

The group also visited
the Bar T Bar, Free-
man and the V Bar V
ranches, along with
Orme School.

We explore different
operations where those
in the business can pick
up ideas and travel
with longtime friends,
said Crow. In some
respects were almost
a travel club.

This years tour land-
ed in northwestern
Colorado.

During the 1969 Western Livestock Tour, Mr. and Mrs. John Babbitt visited with Western
Livestock Journal publisher Nelson Crow who started the journal in 1922. Today his grandson,

Pete Crow, is the publisher.

It takes a village to tell the story
of a village, or so it seems with
the massive effort to collect, iden-
tify and compile historic pictures
of Flagstaff from the late 1800s
and early 1900s.

| was hoping to gather in one
place images of the early days so
others would know what this little
town was in the beginning, said
James E. Babbitt, Flagstaff co-
author with John DeGraff 111,
Flagstaff, published by Arcadia
Publishing, is such a collection.
The book acts as both a family
photo album and an historical
record capturing the people, ar-
chitecture, landscape, native cul-
tures and entrepreneurial spirit
of the time.

Most residents of Arizona and
Flagstaff are relative newcomers,
said Babbitt. The timber indus-
try was a huge part of Flagstaff
and today theres hardly a trace
left of it here anymore. | want to
show people the three industries
that built our town: the railroad,
the timber industry and ranch-
ing.

Featuring canyons and craters,
ranchers and bankers, science and
education, winters and celebra-
tions, Flagstaff showcases more
than 180 vintage images from the
authors private archives, as well

Flagstaff Offers a Journey
through the Early Years

as from the Arizona Historical
Society, Babbitt Brothers Trading
Company, the Northern Arizona
Pioneers Historical Society and
Northern Arizona University.

I m very nostalgic about Flag-
staff, said Babbitt. There was a
time when you knew everybody in
town, you got around easily, and
there was very little crime. | think
I was born about 100 years too
late. | would have liked to have
lived in the past when things were
new and raw, and there was lots
of opportunity.

Flagstaff ~documents

James E. Babbitt gathered images of Flag-
staff s early days so others would know what
the town was like.

character of Flagstaff

the important activi-

ties and discoveries :

of the time, from the AF'FIC|e IX
establishment of the Priceless
Museum of Northern Values
Arizona to engineering Section 4.
railroad bridges across Community

steep canyons to the
discovery of Pluto from
Mars Hill.

Woven into the 126
pages are threads of
geologic  signi cance
such as the last ice
age that carved the
inner basin of the San
Francisco Peaks and
historic moments such
as President Theo-
dore Roosevelt s

Babbitt Ranches is
part of a large and
diverse community of
land owners, communi-
ties and organizations
who have a responsibil-
ity and obligation to the
broad regional perspec-
tive. It is in this context
of community that
relationships are formed
and quality regional
planning can begin.

and the forces that
shaped the community.
When you absorb all
that comes through in
these images, you can t
help feeling a sense of
pride and connected-
ness to the past.
Flagstaff is part of
The Images of America
series that celebrates
the history of neighbor-
hoods, towns and cities
across the country. It
is available for $21.99
at Babbitt s Backcoun-
try Out tters, 928-
T74-4775.

1903 South Rim
speech when he
spoke of the need
to protect the
Grand Canyon.
Its something
every  Flagstaff
resident  should
have in  his
personal library,
said Lowell Ob-
seratory Out-
reach Manager

Kevin Schindler.
It captures the

Flagstaff celebrated Babbitts Sausage Queens during an early Fourth
of July celebration.



