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Landsward Moves Onward Training Future Scientists

and Solving Complex Problems

The Landsward
Institute is an
important bridge
between sustainable
research and land
stewardship.

By placing NAU
students alongside

the region s leading
environmental
researchers and
educators, the institute
and Babbitt Ranches
are preparing a new
generation of scholars
who are guided by the
concept of sustainability.

NAU President
John Haeger

Landsward student researchers work
with Slide Rock State Park to promote
the survival of heirloom apple trees.

Whether ring new energy into
wind power, navigating a course
for cultural interpretation, or
helping to make watershed proj-
ects ow, the Landsward Institute
is the force behind tomorrow s
scientists, engineers and green
designers.  Northern

Arizona University

President John Haeger

The institute, located on the NAU
campus, is designed to promote
real-world training for students,
secure funding for research proj-
ects and obtain internship op-
portunities for those who will be
charged with solving the futures
complex environmental
challenges.
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Assessment Program,
developed and guided
by Babbitt Ranches,
changed its name
to Landsward Insti-
tute. The name more
clearly captures our
stewardship emphasis
and more effectively aligns us
with NAU s vision of advancing
research and creating viable sus-
tainable communities, a priority
for the mountain campus, said
Landsward Executive Director
Karan English.

community is the
basic concept of
ecology, but that
land is to be loved
and respected is an
extension of ethics.
Aldo Leopold

who are guided by the
concept of sustainabil-
ity, said Dr. Haeger.

Among its many proj-
ects, Landsward is
the home of the Ari-
zona Wind Working
Group, which serves
as an information resource for
stakeholders in Arizonas wind
development. It also houses the
Sustainable Energy Technology

Center and the Wind for Schools
Program.

We will be providing technical
support for small wind and an-
emometer installations at K-12
schools, and the implementation
of wind-related curricula, said
English.

Through the program, Orme
School students are gathering
wind data from their 30-foot-tall
anemometer tower. Landsward
also is connecting students with
their environment through an
assessment of the botanical re-
sources in the surrounding natu-
ral area of Ash Creek.

The institute also provides the
now required Native American
cultural interpretation skills for
Grand Canyon river guides. In
the unique outdoor classroom of
the San Juan River, Landsward
offers a 10-day course to intro-
duce Native American students to
the basics of river running, while
building skills to share their heri-
tage and history with visitors.

On the San Juan
River, tomorrow s river

guides are learning
about Native American
cultures.

In addition, Landsward has
been instrumental in initiating the
HavasuCreek Watershed Scoping
Project leading to the develop-
ment of a strategic action plan to
decrease the impacts of ooding
for the canyon community.

The institute and its partners
have steered research and intern-
ship opportunities in a direction
that start to answer questions
relevant to today s issues. Renew-
able energy, sustainable design,
climate change and jobs related
to the environment are a common
theme, said English. Meantime,
we are continuing our role of nd-
ing dollars to conduct research
projects and making that informa-
tion available to land owners and
managers.

The Landsward Institute gener-
ated more than $450,000 in s-
cal year 2010 focused on nding
new and creative ways to solve
the regions top environmental
problems while instilling future
generations with the knowledge
and on-the-ground training they Il
need to make a difference in natural
resource conservation.

Marie Snyder strives to make a grand impact
by spreading native seeds at the South Rim
of the Grand Canyon.

Working alongside scientists, engineers and green de-
signers, NAU studentsare receiving hands-onexperience
with wind power and other renewable energy sources.



